ADVERTISEMENT

New class record for Western name
and numberplate set
THE second Stafford Railwayana
Auction of 2019 took place on July 6,
with the top price achieved going to
the ‘Western’ nameplate and cabside
set from ‘second in the class’ D1001
Western Pathfinder – setting a new
record for the class at £15,500, writes
Geoffrey Crutney.
The vendor’s husband purchased the set in 1977 for £453,
highlighting the continual increase in the value of ‘modern
traction’ plates.
A total of 62 station totem signs were on offer at Stafford,
which is believed to be a record offering for the class.

Western Pathfinder under the
hammer. JON BLAKE
LEFT: The impressive ‘wall of
totems’ recently offered at
Stafford.

Memories are made of Midhurst
The top-selling Southern Railway
station target sign at the debut MidHants Auction on Easter Saturday
went to the closed station of Midhurst,
which sold for £5,200.

The happy winner of the lot was
Paul Clark, who grew up in the West
Sussex market town, which finally lost
the last of its three former branch lines
to passenger services in 1955. Paul is

It’s not all about nameplates!
WHEN a gentleman enthusiast
in his 70s from Chippenham
wrote to us to explain that he
was profoundly deaf with learning difficulties and suffering from
Asperger’s Syndrome and that he would like to attend the MidHants auction specifically to bid on a modern (but now redundant
branding) South West Trains station sign for Ash Vale, we made
sure that he had a reserved seat at the front, and that one of our
representatives came to him before his lot was due to sit through the
process with him.
For the grand sum opening bid of £40, the beaming new owner and
his sign were driven from the auction to his car at the station car park,
loaded up and was waved on his way. It’s now cleaned and takes pride
of place on his lounge wall. It’s not all about nameplates!

Historic GWR horse dray finds home at Llangollen
AN historic GWR horse dray found abandoned in the garage of a
deceased former Swindon Works employer arrived at its new home in
North Wales in May.
The Llangollen Railway’s Heritage Group acquired the dray, which
was brokered by Railwayana Auctions UK, after £3400 was raised by
volunteers and supporters in just one week, where it will be restored and
displayed at Carrog station. The dray was given a ceremonial welcome
when it arrived at Llangollen station, where it was greeted by railway
volunteers, visitors and reacquainted with former traction in the form of
‘Hercules’ – a working horse from the nearby Llangollen Canal Wharf. The
dray will soon enter the workshop of the daytime BBC TV show The Repair
Shop and the dray’s
restoration progress
will be featured.
Crowdfunding is
ongoing to cover the
costs of the dray’s
purchase, and you can
support by visiting
www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/gwr-dray

Ad for Mortons.indd 26

author of The Chichester & Midhurst
Railway (Turntable Publications, 1980)

RIGHT: The price of nostalgia: a happy Paul
Clark and his Midhurst target.

As seen on TV!
RAILWAYANA Auctions
UK proprietor Neil
Booth has been in
Scotland to take part
in a new Channel Four
series entitled Scotland’s
Wonderful Railways.
Filmed among the
glorious architectural
surroundings of Wemyss Filming at The Museum of Scottish Railways.
Bay station and at The
Museum of Scottish
Railways, the production
team were also to be
found recording at Neil’s
recent Stafford Auction.
Among the chosen
interviewees was the lady
vendor of the star lot,
the Western name and
numberplate set
(as above).
Interviewing Neil at the Stafford auction.

Now consigning for future auctions
THE second Mid-Hants
Railwayana Auction will take
place at Perrins School, New
Alresford, Hampshire, on
October 26, 2019, following
a successful launch event on
Easter Saturday. The next
Stafford Railwayana Auction
takes place on February 8, 2020,
at The Blessed William Howard
Catholic School, Stafford.
Collectors wishing to dispose
or to downsize their collection

are welcome to consign items for
these sales. We have the lowest
commission rates of all the
railway auctions and the April
and October Mid-Hants sales
will be the only specialist railway
auctions to be held in the south
of England in 2020. We also
operate a collection and delivery
service. For more information
contact Neil on 01242 620020 /
07836 225711 or email office@
gwr1.com
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